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Introduction  

After the 2014 election in India, where the Bharatiya Janata Party, a hindu-nationalist party rose to                

power, an end to the Pakistan India conflict and therefore an end to the Kashmir conflict seemed                 

more realistic than probably ever before. The prime minister of Pakistan was invited to the               

inauguration of the newly elected prime minister of India, something that has not been seen before. 

Since then however, no further political rapprochement has been made by either side. The              

opposite is the case, bilateral relations have worsened again. Not only has the dialogue been cut                

almost completely, the ceasefire has also not been uphold and many thousands of civilians had to                

flee their homes because of the fighting near the border of Pakistan and India. 

Especially in the Jammu and Kashmir region the tense situation is visible. Militant             

Separatists, supported by Pakistan, are fighting against the Indian police and military with             

increasing intensity while the Indian military, protected by the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act              

(AFSPA), is suppressing minorities and killing civilians in the indian part of Kashmir. 

India and Pakistan seek very different approaches to solve this issue. Pakistan considers             

the Kashmir conflict to be essential for the dialogue between India and Pakistan and has therefore                

requested an international solution, based on UN resolutions and mediators, while India is             

suggesting a bilateral solution, without the involvement of the international community. 

 

Definition of Key Terms  

Line of Control (LoC) 
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The heavily militarised, 450-mile-long (724-kilometer-long) border in effect between the          

Indian and the Pakistani areas of Kashmir. The front line has been set during the four wars                 

that have taken place between India, Pakistan as well as China in Jammu and Kashmir. 

 

“Disputed Territory” 

The state of Jammu & Kashmir claimed by India and Pakistan which wants to keep Kashmir                

Valley to itself but India won’t allow that. Big powers, including the US, use the term                

“Disputed territory”. 

 

Background Information  

Historic Background 

The Kashmir conflict dates back to 1947, when, after the partition of British India, two               

separate states, India and Pakistan, were created and two provinces, Punjab and Bengal, were to               

be split along them. Jammu and Kashmir, a princely state at that time, was also affected by their                  

decisions and wanted to stay independent since the mainly muslim population was split between              

Pakistan and India. Because of this division muslims are ruled by a hindu leader in India which                 

contributes to the instability in that region.  

In August 1947, a rebellion broke out in Poonch, a district of Jammu and Kashmir, leading                

to the intervention of Indian and Pakistani military, thus initiating the first of four Indo-Pakistani               

wars. It lead to over 7,000 deaths and over 17,000 injured, but otherwise an inconclusive result.                

The front line solidified gradually and is today still known as the Line of Control (LoC). The war was                   

ended by an UN ceasefire agreement, initiated by India. It resulted in Pakistan withdrawing all of its                 

forces and India withdrawing most of their forces, while allowing them to gain control over ⅔ over                 

the region. 

Until today, another three wars have taken place in Jammu & Kashmir between India,              

Pakistan and partly China, still without a comprehensive solution, as the LoC is still in place as the                  

“de facto” border. 

 

Recent happenings 

In 2014, democratic elections have taken place in the region which did not clearly indicate               
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the public will to be part of either nation or becoming independent, strongly varying from region to                 

region. After many years of a more or less peaceful situation, in 2016 an unrest arose over the                  

killing of a Kashmiri militant commander, Burhan Wani. Since then, there have been more than 100                

deaths and 20,000 injured - almost exclusively affecting civilians. The situation was often described              

as “war-like”. Since December 2016, violence has once again decreased, but is still present in               

everyday life. Especially during elections or polls by the government, the violence is omnipresent.              

The situations is more tense than it was before and no real end in sight.  

 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved  

Jammu and Kashmir  

The state Jammu and Kashmir in northern       

India was a princely state in 1947, wanting to stay          

independent when the British left since the       

population was split between Pakistan and India but        

it had to decide whether it wants to join Pakistan or           

India. It borders China and is separated from        

Pakistan by the Line of Control. Since centuries, the         

region is suffering of a territorial conflict between        

India, Pakistan and China, at the expense of many         

deaths, wars and fear among the population. 

 

The United Nations Commission for India and Pakistan        
(UNCIP)  

The UNCIP was established through Resolution 47 of the United Nations Security Council             

and was tasked with carrying out a peaceful, impartial and free plebiscite, to resolve the Jammu                

and Kashmir conflict peacefully. 

 

The United Nations Military Observer Group in India and Pakistan (UNMOGIP)  

The United Nations Military Observer Group in India and Pakistan was established to             

support the UNCIP and is originally based on Resolution 47 of the Security Council. Its main and                 

only task is to supervise the ceasefire at the Line of Control in the Jammu and Kashmir region and                   
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to report to the United Nations about it. After the termination of UNCIP, UNMOGIP was to further                 

observe and is still in effect nowadays, based on the Resolution 91 of the UNSC and more recently                  

Resolution 307 of the UNSC, even though the efficiency and necessity is to be questioned. 

 

Timeline of Events  

Date Description of event 

March 16th, 1847 Establishment of the state of Jammu and Kashmir 

October 1947 until   

January 1949 
First Indo-Pakistani war 

April 21st, 1948 Adoption of Resolution 47 of the UNSC 

1965 Second Indo-Pakistani war 

1971 Third Indo-Pakistani war 

1991 Fourth Indo-Pakistani war 

July 8th, 2016 
Killing of Hizbul Mujahideen commander Burhan Wani by Indian Security          

forces 

September, 2016  

until today 
Unrests in Jammu and Kashmir 

 
 

Relevant UN Treaties and Articles  

• Resolution 47 of the United Nations Security Council, April 21st, 1948 

The resolution was the third to be passed by the United Nations Security Council,              

but the one with the most impact, even though it did not achieve a conclusive result.                

The resolution was created under the Chapter VI of the United Nations Charter,             

therefore it only consisted of recommendations, not directives. It recommended          

Pakistan to secure the withdrawal of all Pakistani nationals, while India was            

suggested to progressively reduce their forces to the minimum needed to uphold            

law and order. Further, India was asked to create a state government at ministerial              

level, which included all involved major political parties and to appoint a Plebiscite             
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Administrator, nominated by the United Nations. It also established the United           
Nations Commission for India and Pakistan (UNCIP), which was to adjust and            

carry out the resolution. 

• Article 370 of the Indian Constitution 

The article allows Jammu and Kashmir special autonomy and is part of Part XXI of               

the Indian Constitution: Temporary, Transitional and Special Provisions. After the          

British had left India followed by a separation and foundation of Pakistan, the only              

state that still had to decide whether it wants to join India or Pakistan was Jammu                

and Kashmir. The decision-making process took too long in the eyes of the             

Pakistani leaders which led to them attacking the so-far independent state resulting            

in Jammu and Kashmir legally joining India. Therefore, the article may now be             

considered as permanent feature of the Constitution.  

 

 

 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

Even though there have been previous attempts, none of them was successful. The             

UNCIP, which was tasked to resolve the issue peacefully through a fair plebiscite, admitted to have                

failed in under two years after it started its work, on December 9th, 1949. In 2003, India and                  

Pakistan started a broader bilateral dialogue, where the Jammu and Kashmir region was also just               

part of the issue, but not the main one. Relations between the two countries got better, especially                 

through trade and transport, but after terroristic attacks on Mumbai, the dialogue was cancelled.              

Recently, the US have again encouraged direct dialogue between India and Pakistan, to solve the               

issue internally and peacefully. 

 

Possible Solutions  

As tensions between the involved countries could grow every day by unexpected incidents,             

the first objective should be to mediate effectively between the powers, including the Indian, the               

Pakistani as well as the Chinese government. The resolution could therefore advocate for             

demilitarisation of the region. Mediation between the governments involved could be arranged as             
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well as further diplomatic meetings under UN supervision. 

As corruption and politics being dominated by family cartels are exacerbating endeavours            

towards a peaceful future for the region, measures in the resolution should aim at restricting               

corruption and restricting the establishment of family cartels in politics. The implementation of             

those measures could be monitored by UN personnel to ensure an effective execution of expedient               

provisions. 

As a resolution aims at solving issues peacefully, it is of great importance that opinions,               

suggestions and claims of all involved parties are being taken into consideration. 
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