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Forum: Sustainable Development Committee  

Issue: The question of implementing measures to avoid extensive        

plastic waste on both land and sea 

Student Officer: Sarah Kadiu, Maximilian Pallas, Nike Strodthoff 

 

Introduction  

  “There is no such thing as ‘away’. When we throw anything away it must go somewhere.” 

                                                                           – Annie Leonard, Proponent of Sustainability 

The consequences of humanity’s use of plastic have been brought to the center of global 

attention in recent years with the environmental effect that it has led to in terms of land pollution, 

ocean pollution and even pollution that has harmed and endangered wildlife.  

Humanity’s dependency on plastic in everyday life has caused an excess production and 

use of plastic, which is a material that takes an extremely long time to disintegrate. An average of 8 

million tons of plastic are thrown into the ocean per minute. On land, plastic has caused many 

other issues impacting farming and the raising of wild stock by contaminating food sources and 

affecting fertility of the land.  

The problem of the use of plastic and plastic pollution comes from a dependency on the use 

of plastic. This is inclusive of the most obvious objects that we consume, both as regular and 

microplastics. Microplastics cause an issue also be-cause they kill many marine and often 

endangered animals. Other reasons that lead to plastic pollution include poor waste management 

in which plastic is not properly disposed, therefore resulting in landfills of plastic, oceans littered 

with plastic often due to mass tourism, and poor government policy. 
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Definition of Key Terms 

Microplastic 

The term does not refer to one specific type of plastic but rather to the size of it. Since the                    

material breaks down steadily after time it gets smaller and smaller. At the point that it is less than                   

five millimeters in length and therefore is barely visible, it is called Microplastic. 

Macroplastics 

Macroplastics are relatively large plastic particles that are dominantly found in the marine 

environment. Plastic found and larger than five millimeters in size is referred to as macroplastic. 

 
Polylactic acid (PLA)  

One of the most commonly discussed alternatives to plastic today, PLA filaments are 

vegetable-based plastic materials often made out of cornstarch. Using the technology of 3D 

printing, and the raw material of corn, this type of plastic decomposes into water and carbon 

dioxide in 50-90 days. This is a type of thermoplastic.  

 

Endocrine disruptors 

Endocrine disruptors are exogenous substances or mixtures that are able to alter the             

function of the endocrine system at a certain doses. That again can lead to severe health risks.                 

Endocrine disruptors may be found in many everyday products including plastic bottles and food. 

Background Information  

In the name of profit and convenience 100 billion plastic bags are used in the United States                 

of America every year, every minute one million plastic bottles are bought and in the past 70 years                  

around 8.3 billion tons of plastic have been produced. Most of that plastic ends up polluting our                 

land and sea as waste. In the 1950s a total of 8.3 billion tons of plastic has been produced. Until                    

today only 9% of that amount has been recycled. The problem of plastic waste has erupted in the                  

recent past due to the increasing threat it proposes to the land, to the sea and to us.  

Causes 

Plastic is a part of our daily life. It mostly appears in form of packaging materials and                 

pollutes our environment because once it is disposed it takes hundreds of years for the plastic to                 

decompose. Also the drastic increase of population is accountable for the great pollution caused by               

plastic waste, because the demand of cheaper and readily available materials increases. The 
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consumer demands are rising rapidly. The production of plastic products has tripled in the past               

decades because it is very cheap and versatile. Additionally to that the ships, sea accidents and                

the nets used for fishing, that are among other materials usually made out of plastic, are                

responsible for a considerable amount of the plastic pollution in the sea.  

Health 

Plastic is a synthetic material that contains endocrine disruptors that are bad for the health.               

At a certain doses humans and wildlife risk to suffer from severe illnesses or disorders. Different                

types of cancer, obesity, early-onset puberty or development delay, cardiovascular disease,           

diabetes and reproductive dysfunctions are only examples for the effects the endocrine disruptors             

can have. Furthermore 200 species of animals are known to confuse their natural nourishment with               

plastic. The material then often clogs the stomach or choke the animal. 

Land 

The land suffers even more from plastic pollution than our sea does. All over the world                

scientists found microplastic in the soil. Furthermore the plastic particles can spread pathogenic             

bacteria and can leak so that the endocrine disruptors are being released, which both affects the                

health of living organisms severely. 

Sea 

Plastic pollution in the sea affects the economy and the healthy nutrition of nations that               

depend on for example fishing. Small living organisms can be poisoned by microplastic, which then               

leads to bigger animals to be intoxicated since they rely on for example plankton as a source of                  

food. Also the waste of plastic can damage the groundwater sources of nations, which again has a                 

great impact on humans and animals health. 

 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved  

UNEP 

The UNEP has been a key organisation in the fight against plastic pollution. From the 2017                

#CleanSeas Campaign to the adoption of two UN Resolutions so far, these works monitored by the                

UNEP significantly address the presence of plastic and its effects. As well, the UNEP serves as a                 

point of connection and collaboration for different groups and coalitions to partner on acting against               

plastic pollution.  
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Indonesia 
 

Indonesia, is the second-largest contributor of plastic waste in our oceans. An estimated 1.3 

million tonnes of plastic waste are annually tossed into Indonesia’s seawaters, littering the ocean 

and increasing the risk that marine animals will be trapped in plastic products 

 

China 

China is the country which produces the largest amount of mismanaged plastic waste per 

capita in the world. Therefore, they have a significant role to play in the transition to sustainable 

alternative materials, as the sheer volume of waste for which they are responsible is the greatest. 

8.8 metric tons of mismanaged plastic waste were produced from China, with 3.53 of these ending 

up in the oceans. 

World Wildlife Fund  
  

The World Wildlife Fund (WWF) is an organization dedicated to the protection and 

conservation of wildlife. They are therefore extremely active on the issue of plastic and its effect on 

ecosystems. Notably, the WWF has started a campaign to introduce a ban on single-use plastics 

by 2025. 

 

Timeline of Events  

Date Description of Events 

February 2017  UNEP launches #CleanSeas Campaign 

December 6th, 
2017 

UNEP resolution in Nairobi proposal for reduction of plastic use 
 

May 3rd, 2018  Global Symposium on Soil Pollution in Rome, Italy 

June 5th, 2018  #BeatPlasticPollution Campaign for World Environment Day 

June 8th, 2018 CNN leads #ZeroPlasticLunch Campaign, encouraging students worldwide 
to decrease plastic use from everyday lunch routines. 

September 24th, 
2018  

UNEP launch of “Back to School Plastic Challenge” to engage youth 
groups on the issue of plastic reduction 
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Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

• Coordination across the United Nations system in the field of the environment including the              

Environment Management Group, 27 June 2014 (UNEP/Res.1/11) 

• Marine Plastic Litter and Microplastics, 23-27 May 2016 (UNEP/EA.2/Res.11)  

• Draft resolution on Marine Litter and Microplastics, 4-6 December 2017 (UNEP/EA.3/L.20) 

 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

The problem of plastic pollution was brought into the center of the world’s attention in the                

last few years, because of its severe impact on the health of living organisms and the condition of                  

the environment that is only now being recognized.  

International communities tried to tackle the issue by banning the use of plastic. They              

primarily focused on the prohibition of single use plastic. This method has been successful in the                

sense that it reduced the one time use of plastic and discouraged the quick disposal plastic items.                 

Furthermore governmental regulations like additional taxation or payment for single-use consumer           

goods like plastic bags were introduced. Because often the costs are not high enough this solution                

attempt has only been slightly effective.  

Other than that the United Nations organised internet campaigns like #CleanSeas with the              

aim of engaging the society to fight against the problem of marine plastic pollution. The event had                       

a great impact on the world’s view on the usage of plastic and many nations and people committed                  

to tackling the problem. 

 

Possible Solutions 

The possible solutions to solve the topic are various in nature. Realistic attempts might              

include the engagement of global corporations and government in order to yield the most effective               

means to combat the issue. Especially the focus on the private sector with the intention of more                 

focus on their Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) could ensure lasting impacts and long-term             

sustainable development. The stop of producing excess pollution, community service clean up by             

the workers whilst relating to Profit, People, and Plant are recommended. Further, a large focus               

can be laid upon the development and the implementation of alternative materials which are easy               
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to produce, cheap, and environmentally friendly. 
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