
Elephant Model United Nations 2016 | 13th – 15th of June 2016

Research Report | Page !  of 81

Forum: ECOSOC (Economic and Social Council) 

Issue: The question of combating child labour in LEDCs and re-estab- 

lishing the children’s human rights considering maintenance of 

economic growth 

Student Officer:  Luise Burchards, May Dittel, Haroun Khalil 

!  

Introduction 

“‘Child slavery is a crime against humanity. Humanity itself is at stake here. A lot of work still 
remains, but I will see the end of child labor in my lifetime.’ » Kailash Satyarthi’’. The Indian Chil- 
drens’ Rights and Educational Rights activist addresses a major issue in today’s world: Child 
Labour. In our modernized world, 168 million children are working in unbearable conditions, such 

as coal mines or dangerous factories, each passing day
1 

and therefore do not have a chance to 

succeed in the future. Furthermore, a lot of chil- 
dren are involved in child prostitution, human traf- 

ficking, armed forces, etc. They are maltreated in 
their work places and generally do not have the 
opportunities to enjoy Children’s Rights. The Unit- 
ed Nations sees the urgent need to eliminate child 
labour as the future of the world might depend on 
them. 

The percentage of children compared to the 
percentage of adults in the world’s labour force 

Definition of Key Terms 

Child Labour 

How the term “child labour” is defined: When a minor is hindered from attending school at 
any given time due to work, we consider it as “child labour”. Also work that is mentally, 
morally, socially, or physically harming children is defined by this term. Furthermore, it de- 
pends on the working conditions, on the child's age and performed hours. Since the indi- 
vidual countries decide about the interpretation of the definition it can be modified by them. 
Although not every work done by adolescence is child labour. Work which does not harm a 
child in any way listed above can be legally carried out. Certain professions are available 

1 http://www.un.org/en/globalissues/briefingpapers/childlabour/index.shtml , acc. March 13, 2016  

http://www.un.org/en/globalissues/briefingpapers/childlabour/index.shtml
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for minors as long as the working condition apply. 

Hazardous Child Labour 

“Hazardous child labour” is a type of “child labour” which defines the worst forms of work 
done by a minor. These include the enslavement of children in any kind such as the traffick- 
ing and the recruitment in order to use them in armed conflicts. Moreover, the prostitution of 
underaged and creation of childpornography is admitted hazardous child labour. As well as 
the usage of children for illegal activities like the trafficking and manufacturing of drugs. Fur- 
ther, a health-, safety-, or moral-harming labour is another characteristic of “hazardous child 
labour”. 

Children’s Rights 

The “United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child” determined a list of rules of 
which the most basic are named in the following text: A child must not be excluded from 
education etc. because of race, gender, nationality, religion, ethnicity, parentage, disability, 
sexual orientation or other status. Every decision about an adolescent made by the gov- 
ernment, the parents, other family members etc. has to respect the interest of the minor. It’s 
welfare must be priority. Corresponding, every child has the right to live and to be able to 
develop. To illustrate, a disabled minor has to have access to health care and education in 
order to have a chance to evolve. Last of all, children have a right to be taken seriously. 
What a child says or wants (considering it’s rights) has to be respected while making deci- 
sions. 

Background Information 

There is no certain point in time documented as the beginning of child labour. Many chil- 
dren have been working for centuries. It is assumed that the origin might lay on the countryside, 
where the families needed the children to help on the farm for e.g. harvesting. 

Child labour 

Child labour became an even bigger issue with the Industrial Revolution. Factories then 
preferred to rather employ children, because they would have to be paid less money and also 
would be more flexible in reaching spaces no adult would fit in (such as the coal mines). Therefore 
the factories had the opportunity to further maximise their profits by employing cheap labour. The 
children had few alternatives to child labour as their family needed the little money they would earn 
to survive. Most of the children had to work a 50-70 hour week in unbearable conditions, such as in 
dark, dirty, and also dangerous environments. Many campaigns that spoke in favor of the prohibi- 
tion of child labour achieved to pass Child Labour Laws, because of the work injustices for chil- 
dren. Nevertheless, employers could easily find a way around these laws and employ children ille- 
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Girls working in textile factories in Bangladesh

gally. So efforts to eliminate child labour have not been very effective. Estimated statistics by 
UNICEF and ILO state that 11% of the world’s children are employed in child labour, which is about 
168 million children. 85 million of those work in conditions that are life-threatening in e.g. textile fac- 
tories or coal mines. 15 million, of which most are girls, are employed in private households and 
are frequently exposed to violence and sexual assaults. In Asia, the Pacific area, and southern 
Africa, the number of employed children has sunk from 246 million to 168 million, still most child 
workers are found in these regions. The recent crises in Syria and the Iraq has caused many 
refugee children to take up work, especially in refugee camps. Some major reasons for child labour 
are poverty, natural catastrophes, and diseases, such as HIV/Aids or Ebola. Life is, especially eco- 
nomically, hard during such times and often affected children see child labour as their only chance 
to survival. In many families, children are needed to work in order to provide an income and this is 
often not even viewed as something wrong, which makes a lack of education another reason for 

child labour.2 

Child Labour and the Economy 

To finally stop all child labour would be a gigantic humanitarian step. However, the 
economies around the world could actually be affected negatively. Many big companies, such as 
H&M, Victoria’s Secret, or Disney, employ child workers basically in order to keep their costs as 
low as possible, as children do not earn any minimum wage and therefore can be easily exploited. 
Additionally, the work spaces for the children are unsafe and work hours unreasonable. Without 
child labour, the general price level would rise, because companies still want their profit while hav- 
ing higher costs because of higher wages 
and / or because they have to provide 
safer and more human working condi- 
tions. This will lead to a more expensive 
market and families relying on child 
labour have to find something else, that 
will help them to survive poverty. 

Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

International Labor Organisation (ILO) 

The ILO is a United Nations agency that is supposed to deal with international labour is- 

!  

2   https://www.unicef.de/informieren/blog/2015/kinderarbeit/78828 , acc. April 10, 2016  

https://www.unicef.de/informieren/blog/2015/kinderarbeit/78828
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sues and provide social equalities, meaning providing all people within a society with equal rights 
under the law, on the basis of labour. The agency is, however, not allowed to impose strong sanc- 
tions on any nation but is able perform restrictions. The main issues that concern the ILO are child 
labour, domestic and migrant workers, minimum wage laws. 

International Program on the Elimination of Child Labour (IPEC) 

IPEC is a program created by the International Labor Organisation in 1992 with the aim of 
the progressive elimination of child labor through the enhancing of national capacities to deal with 
child labour issues and promoting a worldwide movement. 

Child Labour Coalition (CLC) 

This organisation has been founded in the U.S.A in November 1998 in order to fight “Ex- 
ploitation of Children in the Workplace”. They are “hosting conferences, forums, and briefings”, 
“conducting campaigns and media events”, “creating and distributing educational and public 

awareness materials”
3
 

Global March Against Child Labour 

“The Global March Against Child Labour (Global March) is a worldwide network of trade 
unions, teachers' and civil society organisations that works together towards the shared develop- 

ment goals of eliminating all forms of child labour [...]”4. On January 17, 1998 “the Global March 

movement began with a 80,000 km long physical march when thousands of people marched to- 

gether putting forth the message against child labour.”
5
 

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of event 

mid 18th century Industrial Revolution - drastic increase/change in child labour 

1919 ILO Convention No. 5 - Minimum Age (Industry), (No. 5) 

1996 Hague Convention on Jurisdiction, etc., for the Protection of Children 

17 January 1998 Global March against Child Labour 

10 June 2002 World Day against Child Labour 

!  

3   http://stopchildlabor.org/?page_id=52 , acc. April 10, 2016 
4   http://www.globalmarch.org/aboutus/howwestarted , acc. April 10, 2016 
5   http://www.globalmarch.org/aboutus/who-we-are , acc. April 10, 2016  

http://stopchildlabor.org/?page_id=52
http://www.globalmarch.org/aboutus/howwestarted
http://www.globalmarch.org/aboutus/who-we-are
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Relevant UN Treaties and ILO Conventions 

• UN Declaration of the Rights of the Child, 1959 

• Convention on the Minimum Age for Admission to Employment, 26 June 1973 (No.138) 

• UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, 20 November 1989 

• African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, 1990 

• European Convention on the Exercise of Children’s Rights, 1996 

• Convention on the Worst Forms of Child Labour, 17 June 1999 (No.182) 

• Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Chil- 
dren in Armed Conflict (Child Soldiers Protocol), 25 May 2000 

• Optional Protocol to the CRC on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution, and Child Pornog- 
raphy (Sex Trafficking Protocol), 15 November 2000 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

The main organizations are focusing on campaigns to spread the issue and change the 
public opinion and enforce laws. At the same time they are trying to give free education to the af- 
fected children so they are not obligated to work and focus on their future. Many believe the best 
way to fight child labour is to provide education. “Fair Trade” products is another way how organi- 
zations, or even some companies, are fighting child labour, export goods can be certified as “Fair 
Trade” products if they meet the basic labour standards. Unions are sometimes struggling with 
proper organization and the workers need fitting help to achieve a legal independent union and 
cease the use of illegal child labour. Additionally, many UN resolutions have been drawn up in or- 
der to promote awareness of the problem and in order to solve this pressing issue. While the fight 
against child labour has actually achieved quite much in the past, seeing that the amount of chil- 
dren employed fell to 168 million, the development has not been as quick as it should have been. 
This is a hard task though, when not all nations agree to the resolutions or fail to enforce the said 
laws. 

Possible Solutions 

Although there are several organisations and campaigns already in place, ideas of how to 
get the attention of the mass, not only of the people concerned about this topic, are vital for the fur- 
ther fight against Child Labour and its supporters. 

Child Labour leaves many willing and able adults unemployed because children are cheaper and  
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their rather small hands allow them to work with more precision. The adults could take the jobs, 
earn more money, and thereby increase the general income of the families by e.g. incentives by 
the governments for companies to rather employ adult workers than children. Education is a major 
key to the future of these children. It needs to be researched how the affected children could be 
encouraged to receive a proper education in order to make a living in the future and thereby de- 
creasing poverty in general. Incentives need to be created so that adults go to work and children 
are able to go to school. It might be necessary to give financial aid to families that otherwise would 
not be able to send their children to school. 

Governments usually have laws against child labour or even international declaration, like The 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. However, not every state is covering each employments 
with these laws. The USA, as an example, does not want to enforce the laws regarding agriculture 
because minors would not be able to be sentenced to death. Laws that prohibit child labour need 
to be drawn up and actively enforced in the international community. 
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