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Introduction 

 In the past years, the question over the right of free expression and information has 

become a central topic in the wake of revolutions and violent demonstration about freedom of 

speech around the world. The importance of the right of expression is outlined by its impact 

on other social and political rights, such as in the areas of public affairs or education. Not all 

citizens have free access to information and are able to express their views, as governments 

in several countries greatly restrict and censor media in order to maintain their existence and 

political power. Any attempts by the media or individual journalists to challenge the approved 

governmental line are suppressed, and these individuals often are subjects to intimidation, 

abduction and torture. Increasingly witnessing acts of censorship and physical attacks on 

journalists, the UN seeks to promote freedom of the media across the world. However, with 

the advancing of technology information becomes more accessible and difficult to control. 

Freedom of expression is not an absolute right, as there are certain restrictions placed on it 

recognized by the UN.  

Questions that arise with this issue and should be addressed by the committee are: 

What measures can be undertaken to promote free media? What are, if any, acceptable 

boundaries for censorship? What are the circumstances in states, where the right of free 

expression and information is denied? What role do technological advances play, and should 

the concept of freedom of expression be re-defined in light of this? 

 

Definition of Key Terms 

Censorship 

Word origin: censura (lat.) translated as control/assessment/censorship/criticism; 

control of spread information and mass media; works before publication are controlled 

and might not even be permitted or be controlled after publication if prior-publication 

control is forbidden; works can be withdrawn or the producer punished on the basis of 

protecting people from consequences of specific information and, unofficially, the 

retention of power 

Press censorship 

 Ban of spreading and change of content by shortening 

Manipulation by the media 

When only one aspect is shown and/or facts are shown distorted, leading to a distort 

formation of opinion; not the same as forgery; leaving events out by not reporting 

about them 

 
Internet censorship 

Control of information on the internet 



 
Freedom of speech 

Considered a human right; permission to spread your opinion in words, writings, 

pictures; connected to freedom of information 

 

Freedom of press/media 

The freedom of communication and expression through forms of media, such as 

books newspapers and podcasts; absent interference from states 

 

Background Information 

The concept of Freedom of Speech and Press is clearly stated in the United Nations’ 
1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR):  

“Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to 
hold opinions without interference, and impart information and ideas through any media 
regardless of frontiers”. In practice, however, this does not seem to be applicable: 

While the extent media regulations and surveillance vary greatly from country to 
country, there is always some form of censorship, often in the name of protection: Slander, 
incitement, certain forms of obscenity, child pornography, national security issues are often 
subject of these laws. Different aspects of censorship are: moral, military, political, religious, 
corporate censorship. While a state has the authority and self-proclaimed responsibility to 
protect its citizens, evaluating the soundness of regulations or their implementation is rather 
hard and obscure. Censorship can mean suppression of thoughts and ideas on the one hand 
and protection from harmful material on the other. 

For example there are several rankings (indicated below) that show country 
regulations on the matter in comparison. While some countries are agreed upon to impose 
unreasonably extreme censorship (like China, North Korea and Syria) even democratic 
countries as the United States and the United Kingdom are accused of being “Enemies of the 
Internet”. 

Useful material: 
Freedom of the Press report from the Freedom House (NGO) 

Press 
Freedom 
Index by 
Reporters 
Without 
Borders 
(NGO) 

 

 

 



Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

Reporters Without Borders 

 Reporters Without Borders is an international non-profit, non-governmental 

organization promoting freedom of press and information, while assisting journalists and 

protecting their rights 

Committee to Protect Journalists 

 Non-profit independent organization based in New York, promoting press freedom 

and the rights of journalists, complying annual lists of journalists imprisoned and killed on 

duty.  

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 

  Remains as one of most repressive media environments; one-party regime owns and 

regulates all domestic news outlets and poses limits for the North Korean people to the 

access to outside information; focus of media is to consolidate national unity around Kim 

Jon-Un  and unauthorized and dissident publications carry serious punishments, as they are 

seen as “crimes against the state”  

Islamic Republic of Iran 

 Television and radio are directly controlled by government and cooperation with news 

channels based abroad is banned; In January 2013, dozens of journalists working for 

reformists’ newspapers were arrested for cooperating with antirevolutionary news outlets 

outside of Iran; internet allows for sources of independent coverage to spread through mobile 

phones and social networking platforms  

People’s Republic of China 

One of the most restricted media environments in the world; journalists, online 

activists, freelancers and ethnic minority reporters are subjects to long-term detention, 

imprisonment and death sentencing; lockout of social media sites and political news often 

censored prepublication 

Russian Federation 

 Government is tightening its grip on the media and increases propagandistic content 

in the light of occupation of the Crimean Peninsula and involvement in the Ukraine conflict; 

Independent media outlets are kept under growing pressure from authorities 

Syrian Arab Republic 

Uprisings sweeping across Middle East and the antigovernment protests developed 

into armed components when the regime of President Bashar al-Assad turned to crush the 



uprisings; journalists targeted in these attacks by regime or opposition; severe restricted 

rights of freedom of speech; arrest possible under ambiguous charges of threats to “national 

security”; regime’s loss of control resulted in creation of new media outlets and slight 

improvement of media environment 

United Mexican States  

Ongoing violence against journalists, who are threated and murdered by organized 

crime or corrupt officials with impunity, leads to self-censorship; declining freedom of 

informations; public outrage over failure to stem criminal corruption lead to mass 

demonstrations and challenging the administration of President Enrique Peña Nieto 

 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

 UN Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948 

 European Convention on Human Rights, 1950 

 International Covenant on Human and Peoples Rights, 1966 

 Johannesburg Principles on National Security, Freedom of Expression and Access to 

Information, 1996 

 UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Opinion and Expression, 2014 

 European Convention on Transfrontier Television, 2015 

 

Possible Solutions 

 Finding an international consensus on new definition of freedom of expression 

 Implementing successfully realized models of other country members 

 Recognizing the radical different nature of the internet to traditional media forms as a 

global medium of communication and networks 

 Making certain information sites accessible to all 

 Agreement on acceptable conditions of censorship 

 Creating environment for free media by  

1) protecting confidentiality of sources  

2) Change laws on criminal deflation 

 Supporting movements, such as Collatoral Freedom, to work against internet 

censorship 
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