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Introduction 

Weapons of mass destruction are the most dangerous weapons on earth. Nothing can be 
compared to it, because of the the long-term catastrophic effects known as nuclear fallout. The use 
of nuclear weapons in 1945 on Hiroshima and Nagasaki has shown the destructive power of these 
weapons. 

Also, biochemical weapons that caused the death of many people were used in the first and 
second world war, are a part of it. The United Nations are trying to eliminate these weapons ever 
since they were created, because the best way to protect the population of the earth is the disar- 
mament of such dangerous weapons. 

So far, several treaties have been made in order to speed up the disarmament of such 
weapons. For example the treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), which 
banned nuclear testing in the atmosphere, in outer space and under water. There are many geo- 
graphical nuclear-weapon-free regions in the world and as of 2010, nine nuclear-weapon-free 
zones have been created. And the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC), the first multilateral 
disarmament treaty banning the development, production and stockpiling of an entire category of 
weapons of mass destruction, was opened for signature on 10 April 1972. 

Definition of Key Terms 

Nuclear testing 

A test carried out on a nuclear weapon to determine effectiveness, etc. 

Weapons of mass destruction 

A nuclear, radiological, chemical, biological or other weapons that can kill and bring signifi- 
cant harm to a large number of humans or cause great damage to human-made structures, 
natural structures, or the biosphere. 

Nuclear weapon  

A weapon, such as an atomic bomb or hydrogen bomb, whose destructive power 
comes from the release of nuclear energy. 
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Nuclear disarmament 

Refers to both the act of reducing or eliminating nuclear weapons and the final 
state of a nuclear-weapon-free world, in which nuclear weapons are completely eliminated. 

Nuclear fallout 

The residual radioactive material propelled into the upper atmosphere following a 
nuclear blast or a nuclear reaction. 

Background Information 

Nuclear bombings of Japan 

On 6 August 1945 a US B-29 bomber dropped an atomic bomb on the Japanese city of Hi- 
roshima, instantly killing around 80,000 people. Three days later, a second bomb was dropped on 
Nagasaki, causing the deaths of 40,000 more. The dropping of the bombs, which occurred by ex- 
ecutive order of US President Harry Truman, remains the only nuclear attack in history. In the 
months following the attack, roughly 100,000 more people died slow deaths as a result of radiation 
poisoning. The effects of the attack were devastating and the consequences, like radioactively con- 
taminated food and destroyed landscapes, are still visible today. 

Nuclear tests 

Many countries in the world already tested nuclear weapons. The known ones are: The USA, The 
Soviet Union, United Kingdom, France, China, India, Pakistan and North Korea. 

The first nuclear test was carried out by the United States in July 1945, followed by the Soviet 
Union in 1949, the United Kingdom in 1952, France in 1960, and China in 1964. The National Re- 
sources Defence Council estimated the total yield of all nuclear tests conducted between 1945 and 
1980 at 510 megatons . Atmospheric tests alone accounted for 428 megatons, equivalent to over 
29,000 Hiroshima sized bombs.Through nuclear test explosions, the testing nations have been 
able to proof-test new warhead designs and create increasingly sophisticated nuclear weapons. In 
1996, negotiations on a global Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) were concluded. 

Biological warfare 

Biological weapons include any organism, such as bacteria or toxin, found in nature that can be 
used to kill or injure people. The act of bioterrorism can range from a simple threat to the actual 
use of these biological weapons. A number of nations have or are seeking to acquire biological 
warfare agents, and there are concerns that terrorist groups or individuals may acquire the tech- 
nologies and expertise to use these destructive agents. Biological agents may be used for an iso- 
lated assassination, as well as to cause incapacitation or death to thousands. If the environment is 
contaminated, a long-term threat to the population could be created. 
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Major Countries and Organizations Involved 

USA 

First country developing weapons of mass destruction. 

Russia 

After the Second World War Russia was the greatest competitor of the USA concerning the 
development of weapons of mass destruction. 

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) 

The DPRK is the most disputed nuclear power because of its provocative nuclear weapons- 
policy. 

Nuclear-weapon states 

Great Britain, France and China. Israel, India and Pakistan are in the possession of 
weapons of mass destruction, however, they are not considered a nuclear-weapon state. 

Iran 

The Islamic Republic of Iran is carries on a nuclear program. However, the government de- 
nies to be in the possession of weapons of mass destruction. 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 

The International Atomic Energy Agency is an international and autonomous organization 
that cooperates with the UN and the Security Council in order to maintain the peaceful use 
of nuclear weapons and prevent its use for any military purpose. 

Timeline of Events 

Date Description of event 
The first atomic bombing took place when the USA tested its first atomic 

July 1945 

August 1945 

bomb during the Trinity Test 

The USA bombed Hiroshima and Nagasaki with atomic bombs during 
World War 2 

1985 Israel is officially announced to possess nuclear weapons 

October 1994 The USA and DPR Korea signed the ”Agreed Framework" 

February 2005 DPR Korea announces the possession of weapons of mass destruction 
February 2013 DPR Korea accomplishes many of nuclear weapons testings 
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March 2016 The Security Council decides to impose sanctions on DPR Korea 

Relevant UN Treaties and Events 

• The ''Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons'' (NPT) was signed on 1st July 
1968 and entered into force on 5th March 1970 

• The ''Partial Test Ban Treaty'' (PTBT) also known as the ''Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon 
Tests In The Atmosphere, In Outer Space And Under Water'' was signed on 8th August 
1963 and entered into on force on 10th October 1963 

• The ''Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty'' (CTBT) was signed on 24th September 
1996 but has yet to enter into force 

• North Korea’s decision to withdraw from the Non-Proliferation Treaty, 11 May 1993 (S/RES/ 
825) 

• Calls on states to prevent proliferation of nuclear, chemical or biological weapons, 28 April 
2004 (S/RES/1540) 

• Imposes sanctions on North Korea following a claimed nuclear test, 14 October 2006 (S/ 
RES/1718) 

Previous Attempts to solve the Issue 

The UN opposes the existence of Weapons of Mass Destruction and their proliferation as 
they propose a threat to international security. Previous attempts by the UN incorporate treaties 
and conventions to outlaw WMDs. Although mainly focusing on the nuclear weapons due to their 
disastrous ramifications, conventions, such as the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) and the 

Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC), also reinforce the disarmament of biological and chemical 
weapons. 

Encountering the nuclear weapons with the NPT has been quite successful. Still, an occur- 
ring problem is a lacking consensus within the signatory states, for instance at the 2015 Review 
Conference of the NPT, which ended without the adoption of a possible peace-seeking outcome. 

Hence, the occurring problem is the missing consensus encountering the concern and thus con- 
ventions and treaties concerning the issue mostly are neither ratified by several signatory states 
nor is there an adherence to the previously mentioned conventions and treaties. 

Possible Solutions 

To further encounter the trade of weapons of mass destruction the United Nations could 
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expose connections between states, organizations and individuals, so that threats to international 
peace could be identified faster, hence scotched without evolving into a threat. 

By increasing the supervision of nuclear plants, and other instalments allowing the produc- 
tion of WMD, one could reassure the adherence to the legally binding NPT to, if necessary, take 
legal measures. 

Another possible solution could be the creation and the ratification of a legally binding treaty 
concerning WMD that could, for instance, further enforce their non-proliferation and in general find 
a consensus concerning this issue. 
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