
Speeches 

Speeches are a very important element of any Model United Nations Conference. They 
give delegates the opportunity to express their country’s opinion. Please note that 
speeches may not attack or insult any country directly. You are, however, al- lowed to give 
hints. For example, you might say: “a greedy group of eight imperialistic nations” instead of 
accusing the G8 of these characteristics directly. 
While most speeches throughout the debate will be held spontaneously, two kinds of 
speeches will have to be prepared beforehand. 

The Opening Speech  
Each delegation will have to select one delegate (the ambassador) to present an 
opening speech in front of the GA on Monday morning. The opening speech should be a 
general statement on the issues of the ELMUN conference. Opening speeches should are 
not to exceed one minute. 
The following opening speech was held by the Venezuelan delegation at The Hague 
International Model United Nations (THIMUN) in 2006: 

Honourable Secretary Generals, President of the General Assembly, Distinguished 
delegates, 
Ladies and gentlemen of the house, 

I greet you on behalf of Venezuela and in particular of our president, Hugo Chavez, 
who in his remarkable speech at the UN General Assembly last September 
proclaimed his dissat- isfaction with the current structure of the United Nations by 
saying “the United Nations has exhausted its model” and “it does not work”. 

Nevertheless we welcome the interest of this conference in the problems facing 
Central America, including peace and education. We are proud to announce that 
Venezuela has recently been declared illiteracy-free territory. And as our president 
has put it: “We are thirsty for peace and justice”. 

Although we deeply appreciate your concern for these topics, we would like to see 
the ad- option of a new International Economic Order Action Plan, since we are 
discontented with the current inequitable socioeconomic model. 

Thank you for your attention, 
I yield the floor back to the President. 


