
Resolutions 

Resolutions are the formal documents that constitute the decision of the committee on the 
committee’s topic. However, as the Security Council and the International Court of Justice 
(ICJ) are the only UN bodies that can order member states to do something, GA 
resolutions are not binding. They advise member states to take cer- tain actions to solve 
the problem at hand. 
During your research of the topic, you may have come across former resolutions, in- 
ternational treaties, or other kinds of documents that offer solutions to the problem 
discussed in your committee. While you may use them to develop your own ideas, you 
may not copy any contents of these documents into your own resolution. This is 
considered plagiarism and strictly forbidden at MUN conferences. 

The only exception to this is when you are suggesting that your committee should follow a 
certain policy outlined in a previous resolution. If you choose to suggest such an action, 
you need to state the identification number of the resolution or the name of the document. 

Resolutions are drawn up during the lobbying process. A resolution needs 7 submit- ters 
including the main-submitter to be debated in the committee. This will be ex- plained in 
detail in the chapter on lobbying. 
Resolutions consist of one long sentence divided into a number of clauses. There are two 
kinds of clauses, preambulatory clauses and operative clauses. 

Layout and Structure of a Resolution 

There are strict rules for the layout and structure of a resolution. Delegates can use the 
official Resolution Template from elmun.org, and the Approval Panel will assure that 
resolutions fulfil the formal requirements before they are printed. 
A resolution has to be structured in the following order: 

 1. The header (name of the committee, the topic and the country submitting the 
resolution)  

 2. Addressing the committee  

 3. Preambulatory clauses  

 4. Operative clauses  

Preambulatory Clauses 

Preambulatory clauses form the first part of a resolution. They state the aims of the 
resolution and establish the context in which it is to be seen. Often international treat- ies 
or previous resolutions on the same topic are mentioned. 
Each preambulatory clause ends with a comma and a new line has to be started with each 



new clause. There are special phrases with which to start a perambulatory clause (in case 
a phrase is used more than once, “further” has to be placed at the beginning): 

 

Operative Clauses 

The operative clauses form the part of a resolution that actually calls for action and defines 
specific measures that should be taken to solve the respective problem. Each clause 
should deal with only one aspect of the topic and clauses should follow each other in a 
logical succession. 

All operative clauses are numbered consecutively. Each operative clause ends with a 
semicolon and a new line has to be started with each new clause. The last operative 
clause ends with a full stop. There are special phrases with which to start an operat- ive 
clause (in case a phrase is used more than once, “further” has to be placed at the 
beginning): 



Phrases such as “condemns”, “declares” and “decides” are reserved for the Security 
Council and may not be used in GA resolutions! 

If a clause contains a very complex thought or an enumeration, sub-clauses or even sub 
sub-clauses can be added. There are no sub sub sub-clauses, however, and 
preambulatory clauses do not have any kind of sub-clauses. 
Sub-clauses are numbered using small letters (a,b,c, etc.) and sub sub-clauses are 
numbered with i, ii, iii, etc.. Sub-clauses and sub sub-clauses end with a comma. Please 
note that in MUN we do not bother ourselves with questions regarding the budget and 
funds; our budget will be unlimited. 

A sample resolution can be found on the following page. 




