
The Policy Statement 

 
All delegates should prepare policy statements on the issues that are being dis- cussed in 
their committee. 
Delegates will have the opportunity to hold policy statements at the beginning of the 
committee session on Monday after the Opening Ceremony in their committees. Policy 
Statements will also be useful during lobbying as well as during formal debate as they 
remind the delegate of the position their country has on the issue. A policy statement 
should include the following information: 

How is my country affected by the issue? 
Why is my country affected? 
What would help my country to solve the issue? 

The following policy statement was held by the Namibian delegation at the Oldenburg 
Model United Nations (OLMUN) in 2007, addressing the question of setting guidelines for 
international cooperation in border control: 

Honourable Chairs, Distinguished Delegates, 

Globalisation has created a world with open borders. But while trade – and crime - have 
developed to an international level long ago, border policy is still, in many cases, a na- 
tional matter only and cooperation among states is certainly improvable. 
The international community faces a lot of challenges concerning border control – traf- 
ficking in persons, illicit drugs and firearms, illegal migration, refugee movements and the 
quick spread of diseases. 

With this in mind, we believe that for proper cooperation in border control, we need a 
commission of its own – a working group, consisting of NGOs and IGOs which are all 
affected by the topic, such as the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), the 
United Nations High Commissioner on Refugees (UNHCR) and others. The com- mission 
would coordinate their work on border policies, support cooperation among member states 
and set international standards on border questions. 

With regard to the various challenges mentioned before, Namibia is convinced of the 
necessity of special trainings for border personnel facing such challenges. 
Another important aspect is the fighting of corruption and the cooperation between fur- ther 
and less developed countries, mainly if these are connected by special migratory or 
trafficking patterns. 

But in all these attempts to improve border policies we must be careful not to complic- ate 
border crossing procedures even more. On the contrary, we need to facilitate these 
procedures as much as security allows it. This simplification is necessary regarding the 
losses to economy caused by excessive border delays. 

We believe that these approaches will prove to create fruitful guidelines for international 
cooperation in border control. 

Thank you for your attention. 


